REFUGEE RIGHTS EUROPE – PETITION

'Home Secretary: We demand #AsaferWay' – started on 29 April.

“When you are stuck at the UK border your future is one big blank. You feel full of hope, but also full of problems. During the Covid-19 crisis, it is only getting worse. If people could apply at the border, then nobody would risk their life to get here irregularly.” Former Calais camp resident. 

The petition demands: (a)  People to be able to make their claims at UK border points in northern France; (b) Identification and accelerated relocation for the most at-risk to make their asylum claims, with all the necessary safeguards in place. You can sign here.

For more information about the petition, visit this page.  
CITIZENS UK – CAMPAIGN 

'Extend Refugee Welcome'
In 2015 the Government pledged to resettle 20,000 vulnerable Syrian refugees by 2020. Now, the Home Office is reviewing the future of resettlement. This means the UK could start taking in many fewer refugee families and Local Authorities risk having the funds that enable them to integrate families slashed. But if civil society, MPs and local councils all speak out in favour of extending refugee resettlement, we can persuade the Home Office to continue Britain’s proud tradition of welcoming refugees.
You are asked to write to your MP and request that they write to the Home Office to confirm if the scheme will continue fully funded beyond 2020. and to find out if your Council has settled refugees yet and if they will commit to do so through 2020, and beyond. A briefing pack can be obtained here.
CHANGE.ORG – PETITION 

'Keep reuniting child refugees with their families after Brexit'
Brexit shouldn’t mean that the UK stops helping the most vulnerable children. You can ask for action by signing this petition  

Many more unaccompanied children, without prospects of a family reunion route, are stranded in overcrowded camps all across Europe, where social distancing and hand washing to combat the Corona virus are not an option. Other European countries such as Luxembourg and Germany have organised rescue flights for unaccompanied minors – it's high time that the UK stepped up to do the same.

We can write to MPs to request that they ask the Foreign and Commonwealth Office and the Home Office to: a.) rearrange the cancelled family reunion flights for minors from Greece, and b.) organise a mercy flight for other stranded minors in European camps. A template that we can use and adapt is available via this link 

CHANGE.ORG – PETITION

'LeaveNoOneBehind: Prevent the Corona catastrophe now - also at the external borders!'
This calls upon the European Commission and on EU governments to ensure the following:
- Evacuation of the overcrowded refugee camps and provision of safe accommodation for migrants, where they can be protected from contracting and spreading the virus. The EU has room for humanity.

- Necessary quarantine and protective measures against coronavirus should be implemented everywhere to prevent the exponential spread of the virus. That includes refugee camps.

- Access to medical care for the homeless, refugees and all others.

- Through a European effort, humanitarian and financial support for the most affected areas, especially Greece.

- Access to asylum procedures and unconditional defence of the rule of law, including in times of crisis.
You can sign here 

SAFE PASSAGE – REQUESTS SUPPORT FOR OPEN LETTER TO MINISTERS

'Reunite refugees at risk of Covid-19 with family'
The letter was sent to the Foreign and Home Secretaries by a group of families for which UK government has legally recognised separated family members’ right to join them in the UK but, they face indefinite separation as a result of the virus pandemic. They ask for help for their loved ones in the same way that others stranded overseas have been assisted. 
In some cases relatives were just days away from flying to the UK when flights were cancelled. Others have been waiting months for their cases to be processed and travel to be arranged – now, transfers are suspended and the familes have no idea when relatives may be able to join them. 

Signatures in support can be added here
JOINT COUNCIL FOR THE WELFARE OF IMMIGRANTS (AND MANY OTHERS) -

A LETTER TO SUPPORT

'Protecting migrants from Covid-19'

A letter to the Home Secretary calls for urgent changes to ensure the safety of migrants in light of the Covid-19 pandemic. It asks her to ensure access to healthcare; to ensure that all migrants have access to vital public services; to make assurances that no one will be penalised for missing appointments due to illness; to make sure that no one is made an 'overstayer' due to self-isolation or being unable to return to a country that is not safe to travel to; to release everyone detained under immigration powers to reduce the risk of COVID-19 entering the detention estate; toprovide specialist support for those housed in shared Asylum Accommodation, enabling safe access to medical services, testing, and where necessary, re-housing for the particularly vulnerable. 

Names can be added at this site.

