"Calais Action” has today commented, with a request for ACTION
We’re delighted that Lord Alf Dubs managed to get the #DubsII amendment to the Brexit Bill passed in the Lords on Tuesday night this week! This is designed to safeguard family reunion rights for unaccompanied children and adults to join family in the UK after Brexit (the EU "Dublin III Regulation")
But now he needs YOUR help to get this protection through the Commons in a few weeks! This House of Lords second reading of the officially titled "European Union (Withdrawal) Bill 2017-19" is scheduled to end on 8 May, with the third reading starting on 16 May. After that is complete, all proposed amendments are returned to the Commons. (The government's hope is that the two Houses can reach agreement before the Summer Recess starts on 24 July, and the Bill can then be presented for Royal Assent). 

MPs need to be alerted during the coming fortnight, and probably reminded again, once the exact date of their third reading is known.

The Dublin III Regulation is a vital, life-saving route to asylum, without which many children will continue to risk their lives with trains, lorries and traffickers.

(1) Please book a meeting with your MP asking them to turn up and vote for Lord Dubs’ amendment to the EU Withdrawal Bill which preserves the Dublin III Regulation on family reunion (the exact vote date has yet to be confirmed, but will be in a couple of weeks time). 

If your MP is already on side, do ask them if they can help get other, undecided MPs on board. If your MP is against it, you can tell them that 10,000 refugees were brought to Britain via the Kindertransport on the eve of WW2, when the country was facing an even more difficult economy than now. If Britain is serious about being "open Britain", they mustn’t turn their backs on unaccompanied child refugees seeking to join family here after Brexit. 

(2) Get your Council to pledge extra 'Dubs' places so we have 1,000 by the Autumn and we can offer an extension to the government's allocation for unaccompanied children.

You can also tweet about it using the hashtag #DubsII encouraging others to contact their MPs. In 2016 there was a nationwide movement to push through the Dubs Amendment which resulted in hundreds of unaccompanied minors being brought to safety – let’s do it again! Please share this post! #DubsII
5 May, 2018.

***


Text of the amendment below:
59 Insert the following new Clause—


“Maintenance of refugee family unity within Europe


(1) A Minister of the Crown must make appropriate arrangements with the aim of preserving specified effects in the United Kingdom of Regulation (EU) No.
604/2013 (the “Dublin Regulation”), including through negotiations with the EU.


(2) “Specified effects” under subsection (1) are those provisions, and associated rights and obligations, that allow for those seeking asylum, including unaccompanied minors, adults and children, to join a family member, sibling or relative in the United Kingdom.


(3) Within six months of the passing of this Act, and then every six months thereafter, a Minister of the Crown must report to Parliament on progress made in negotiations to secure the continuation of reciprocal arrangements between the United Kingdom and member States as they relate to subsection (1).”

The text of the Dublin Amendment is available here: https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/…

